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1  � String 1B, 5A, and 1C. Pass back though 3A (Fig. 1).


2  �String 3A and pass back through the 3A in the previous 
column (Fig. 2).


3  Pass down through the 3A just strung (Fig. 3).


4  String 2A and 1C. Pass back through 5A (Fig. 4).


5  String 1B, the top accent bead. It is not added until now, 
so it sits directly above its column (Fig. 5).


TIPS from Leslie  
• �Tension is critical in holding each row snug and secured to its parallel columns.


• �The top bead on each column will line the inside curve of the necklace when worn. 


It’s a fun place to try some accents. Use a bead that will fit nicely at the top of each 


column and not be wider than your column bead.


• �At the same time, the bottom bead, shown as a drop here, must also fit into the 


width of the column. Alternating every other bottom accent with a smaller accent 


can allow use of larger drops or bottom accents.


• �Almost any uniformly shaped bead works for the main part of the column. Whether 


seeds or cylinders, the beads should fit nicely stacked as well as side by side.


St. Petersburg Stitch
Here’s a stitch with lots of potential for play: Not only does the stitch lend itself to many 
sizes and shapes of beads, but it’s worked as individual strips that can be joined together 
in limitless ways. The stitches work in stepped, parallel columns.


Beads: Color A (main column beads), color B (top accent beads), color C (bottom accent beads)
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6	 Pass down through all 5A. String 3A (Fig. 6).


7	 Pass down the last 3A in the previous column and up 
through the 3A just added (Fig. 7).


8	 String 1B (Fig. 8).


9	 �Pass down through the 3A just strung and string 2A and 
1C. Pass back through 3A (Fig. 9).


10	� Repeat from Step 2 for as long as desired for one side of 
your necklace. Make a second length to match. Use tails 
to connect your strips: on one tail string a final column 
of 3A. Use the other tail to pass through those same 3A. 
Secure both tail threads in columns on both sides of the 
beadwork.
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St. Petersburg Stitch continued
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